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dren' for 'infants'; instead of 'cross,' 'tree'; instead of 'chanters,1
'psalmists.' Is this an improvement?" asked the zealots of antiquity,
"Where is the heresy in the old books, and what is in contradiction
to the Holy Scriptures ?" From their point of view, they saw in these
corrections only a blind hatred of everything old. They parodied
Nikon's principles as follows: "Arsenius^ print the books in any
way so long it is not the old way." To complete thair resentment,
the Schismatics knew, what only in the course of time became
known to historical science, that tjie fundamental principles of
book revision had not been complied with, that the books were not
compared with the ancient Greek originals. According to the
calculation of a modern scholar, out of five hundred manuscripts
brought over from the East, only seven were of use in correcting
the service books, and the original by which the Russian missal had
been corrected, was a Greek prayer book printed in Venice in 1602.
Rightly or wrongly, the work had been done. The time for
academic debates had passed; they had to proceed from words to
deeds. Those who were indifferent could, for a time, remain neutral
towards the belligerent parties, but those who were interested in the
argument, materially or spiritually, were forced to make a definite
choice. On the one side stood Nikon, armed with the authority of
the Eastern Patriarchs and the "rope," strongly reminding one of
the famous "cudgel" of Peter the Great, which he confessed to
using, at times, in church to "humble gently" his subordinates. On
the other side stood the great mass of zealots of Russian piety taught
by the authority of the Church to believe in the infallibility of their
faith and in Russia's universal mission to hold that faith intact until
the second advent of Christ. All they could do was to apply to the
Russian official church the same theory which it had applied to the
churches of Rome, Greece, and Little Russia. In the famous BooJ^
of Faith, published in 1648, this was already foreseen in the follow-
ing paragraph: "The Roman church had renounced the true faith
in 1000 and the Little Russian in 1595; the turn of the Great Russian
church is to come in 1666," It was in the year 1666 that the Council
condemned the opponents of Nikon, and in the following year the
decree was confirmed by an anathema pronounced on the Schis-
matics by the Eastern Patriarchs. Thus the prophecy of the Boo\
of Faith was realized. Nikon "abolished the ancient faith of the